Officials’ Secretary Report:

The National Referee Conference is being held today – in Loughborough!  It will include a session on “FIVB Proposed Rule Changes for 2009” - see: http://www.fivb.org/en/volleyball/Rules/FIVB.2009-2012.VB.RulesOfTheGame.Eng.TextfileOnly.pdf for the full set of rules applicable from 2009.

Changed rules are (in red):

1.3.4 Attack line

On each court, an attack line, whose rear edge is drawn 3 m back from the axis of the centre line, marks the front zone.

For FIVB, World and Official Competitions, the attack line is extended by the addition

of broken lines from the sidelines, with five 15 cm short lines 5 cm wide, drawn 20 cm from each other to a total length of 1.75 m. The “coach’s restriction line” (a broken line which extends from the attack line to the end line of the court, parallel to the side line and 1.75 metres from it) is composed of 15 cm short lines drawn 20 cm apart to mark the limit of the coach’s area of operation.
1.4.4 Libero Replacement Zone

The Libero Replacement Zone is part of the free zone on the side of the team benches, limited by the extension of the attack line up to the end line.
3.1 STANDARDS

The ball shall be spherical, made of a flexible leather or synthetic leather case with a bladder inside made of rubber or a similar material.

Its colour may be a uniform light colour, or a combination of colours.

Synthetic leather material and colour combinations of balls used in International Official competitions should comply with FIVB standards.

Its circumference is 65-67 cm and its weight is 260-280 g.  Its inside pressure shall be 0.30 to 0. 325 kg/cm2 (4.26 to 4.61 psi) (294.3 to 318.82 mbar or

hPa)
4.1.1 A team may consist of up to 12 players, one coach, one assistant coach, one trainer and one medical doctor.

5.2, 5.3

For FIVB, World and Official Competitions, the medical doctor must be accredited beforehand by the FIVB.

For FIVB and World Competitions for Seniors, a team may consist of a maximum of fourteen (14) players (a maximum of twelve (12) regular players).
4.3.2 The shoes must be light and pliable with rubber or composite soles without heels.

For FIVB, World and Official Competitions, it is forbidden to wear shoes which are predominantly black with marking soles.

4.3.3 Players' jerseys must be numbered from 1 to 18 

For FIVB, World and Official Competitions, players’ jerseys must be numbered from 1 to 20
4.3.3.2 The number must be a minimum of 15 cm in height on the chest, and a minimum of 20 cm in height on the back. The stripe forming the numbers shall be a minimum of 2 cm in width. 

For FIVB, World and Official Competitions, the player’s number shall be repeated on the right leg of the shorts. The number must be of 4 to 6 cm in height and the stripe forming the numbers shall be a minimum of 1 cm in width. Jerseys and shorts should comply with FIVB standards.
4.3.5 It is forbidden to wear uniforms of a colour different from that of the other players (except for the Liberos), and/or without official numbers.

4.4.3 to play in training suits in cold weather, provided that they are of the same colour and design for the whole team (except for the Liberos) and numbered according to Rule 4.3.3.

5. TEAM LEADERS

Both the team captain and the coach are responsible for the conduct and discipline of their team members.

The Liberos cannot be the team captain.

When the ball is out of play, only the game captain is authorized to speak to the referees:

5.1.2.3 in the absence of the coach to request time-outs and substitutions.
5.2.3.4 may, as well as other team members, give instructions to the players on the court. The coach may give these instructions while standing or walking within the free zone in front of his/her team’s bench from the extension of the attack line up to the warm-up area, without disturbing or delaying the match.

For FIVB, World and Official Competitions, the coach is restricted to performing his/her function behind the coach’s restriction line.
5.3 ASSISTANT COACH

5.3.1 The assistant coach sits on the team bench, but has no right to intervene in the match.

5.3.2 Should the coach have to leave his/her team for any reason including sanction, the assistant coach may, at the request of the game captain and with the authorization of the first referee, assume the coach's functions for the duration of the absence.
6.1.3 Rally and completed rally

A rally is the sequence of playing actions from the moment of the service hit by the server until the ball is out of play. A completed rally is the sequence of playing actions which results in the award of a point.

7.5.4 A positional fault leads to the following consequences:

7.5.4.1 the team is sanctioned with a point and service to the opponent;

7.7.1 A rotational fault is committed when the SERVICE is not made according to the rotational order. It leads to the following consequences:

7.7.1.1 the team is sanctioned with a point and service to the opponent;

7.7.1.2 the players' rotational order is rectified. 7.6.1

7.7.2 Additionally, the scorer should determine the exact moment when the fault was committed and all points scored subsequently by the team at fault must be cancelled. The opponent's points remain valid.

If that moment cannot be determined, no point(s) cancellation takes place, and a point and service to the opponent is the only sanction.

10.1.3 The ball that is heading towards the opponent’s court through the lower space is in play until the moment it has completely crossed the vertical plane of the net.
11.2.2 Penetration into the opponent's court, beyond the centre line: 1.3.3,

11.2.2.1 to touch the opponent's court with a foot (feet) is permitted, provided that some part of the penetrating foot (feet) remains either in contact with or directly above the centre line;

11.2.2.2 to touch the opponent’s court with any part of the body above the feet is permitted provided that it does not interfere with the opponent’s play
11.3 CONTACT WITH THE NET

11.3.1 Contact with the net by a player is not a fault, unless it interferes with the play.

11.3.2 Players may touch the post, ropes, or any other object outside the antennae, including the net itself, provided that it does not interfere with play.
11.4 PLAYER'S FAULTS AT THE NET

11.4.1 A player touches the ball or an opponent in the opponent's space before or during the oponent’s attack hit.

11.4.2 A player interferes with the opponent's play while penetrating into the opponent’s space under the net.

11.4.3 A player’s foot (feet) penetrates completely into the opponent's court.

11.4.4 A player interferes with the opponent’s play by (amongst others):

- touching the top band of the net or the top 80 cm of the antenna during his/her action of playing the ball, or

- taking support from the net simultaneously with playing the ball, or

- creating an advantage over the opponent, or

- making actions which hinder an opponent’s legitimate attempt to play the ball

13.2.3 A back-row player may also complete an attack hit from the front zone, if at the moment of the contact part of the ball is lower than the top of the net.
14.1.1 Blocking is the action of players close to the net to intercept the ball coming from the opponent by reaching higher than the top of the net, regardless of the height of the ball contact. Only front-row players are permitted to complete a block, but at the moment of contact with the ball, part of the body must be higher than the top of the net.

15 REGULAR GAME INTERRUPTIONS

Regular game interruptions are TIME-OUTS and SUBSTITUTIONS.

An interruption is the time between one completed rally and the 1st referee’s whistle for the next service.
15.2 REQUEST FOR REGULAR GAME INTERRUPTIONS

15.2.1 Regular game interruptions may be requested by the coach, or in the absence of the coach by the game captain, and only by them.

The request is made by showing the corresponding hand signal, when the ball is out of play and before the whistle for service.
15.7 EXCEPTIONAL SUBSTITUTION

A player (except the Libero) who cannot continue playing due to injury or illness, should be substituted legally. If this is not possible, the team is entitled to make an EXCEPTIONAL substitution, beyond the limits of Rule 15.6.

15.9.2 When a team has made an illegal substitution and the play has been resumed the following procedure shall apply:

15.9.2.1 the team is penalized with a point and service to the opponent,

15.10 SUBSTITUTION PROCEDURE

15.10.1 Substitution must be carried out within the substitution zone. 

15.10.2 A substitution shall only last the time needed for recording the substitution on the score sheet, and allowing entry and exit of the players.

15.10.3a The actual request for substitution is the entrance of the substitute player(s) into the substitution zone, ready to play, during a regular interruption.

15.10.3.b If that is not the case, the substitution is not granted and the team is sanctioned for a delay.

15.10.3c The request for substitution is acknowledged and announced by the scorer or second referee, by use of the buzzer or whistle respectively.

For FIVB World and Official Competitions, numbered paddles are used to facilitate the substitution.
16.2.3 The second and subsequent delays of any type by any member of the same team in the same match constitute a fault and are sanctioned with a "DELAY PENALTY": a point and service to the opponent.
18.1 INTERVALS

An interval is the time between sets. All intervals last three minutes.

19.1 DESIGNATION OF THE LIBERO

19.1.1 Each team has the right to designate from the list of players up to two (2) specialised defensive players: Liberos. 

For FIVB and World Competitions for Seniors where a team chooses to have more than twelve (12) players, it is compulsory for the team to designate amongst the list of players two (2) specialised defensive players: “Liberos”.

All Liberos must be recorded on the score sheet before the match in the special lines reserved for this.

For FIVB, World and Official Competitions, all Liberos must be recorded on the score sheet before the match only in the special lines reserved for this.

One Libero designated by the coach before the start of the match, will be the acting Libero. If there is a second Libero, he/she will act as the reserve Libero.

19.1.4 The Libero cannot be either team captain or game captain at the same time as performing the Libero function.

19.3.2.1 Replacements involving the Libero are not counted as regular substitutions.

They are unlimited, but there must be a completed rally between two Libero replacements (unless due to injury/ illness or there is a forced rotation caused by a penalty).
19.3.2.3 A replacement made after the whistle for service but before the service hit should not be rejected but must be the object of a verbal caution after the end of the rally.

Subsequent late replacements shall result in the play being interrupted immediately and the imposition of a delay sanction. The team to serve next will be determined by the result of the delay sanction.

19.3.2.4

The Libero and the replacing player may only enter or leave the court by the “Libero Replacement Zone”.

19.3.2.5 The consequences of an illegal Libero replacement are the same as those for a rotational fault.
19.3.3 Re-designation of a new Libero:

19.3.3.1 The coach has the right to exchange the acting Libero with the reserve Libero for any reason, but only once in the match, and only after the regular replacement player has returned to court. This exchange must be recorded in the Remarks section of the score sheet and on the Libero Control sheet.

The original Libero may not re-enter to play for the remainder of the match.

In case of illness or injury to the reserve Libero, the coach may designate as Libero for the remainder of the match any other player (except the original Libero) not on the court at the moment of the re-designation

The team captain may relinquish all leadership privileges to be re-designated as the Libero, if so requested by the coach. Exchanges due to injury or illness of the Libero or re-designated Libero are not counted as replacements.
22.2.3.2 If the fault is whistled by the second referee, he/she will indicate:

a) the nature of the fault

b) the player at fault (if necessary)

c) the team to serve following the hand signal of the first referee.
In this case, the first referee does not show either the nature of the fault or the player at fault, but only the team to serve.
